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USPS Automation:

by Tom Fortunato (# 379)

Barcoding

Back in 1983 the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) began experimenting with new
automation equipment which would sort mail faster and more accurately than
current methods. The result is known as barcoding.

As a letter begins the sorting process, it first goes through a facer/canceller
machine that orients it face front and rightside up, then cancels the stamp. If the
address is typed, it can go through an optical character reader (OCR) which reads
the zip code and 1mpnnts a series of lines at the bottom of the envelope. The basic
element of this barcode is a series of five long and short lines. The lines correspond
to a single digit of the zip code. Five or nine digit zip codes are simply a grouping of
these elements.

To read any barcode, dlsregard the first long bar on the left and the six bars on the
right. Seperate the remaining bars into groups of five lines each and refer to the
chart (Fig. 1 - Page 2) to determine its value.

In one hour a barcoding sorter (BCS) can sort 30,000 letters. The alternate
sorting method uses automated letter sorting machines (LSM). An operator views
each envelope, locates the zip code, then types it into the LSM which sends it to the
proper bin. More than fifteen opérators would be needed to equal one BCS Opra
cost per 1,000 letters basis, costs are $3.39 for BCS versus $15.00 for ah LSM. This
new technology has saved the USPS nearly a billion dollars in processmg costs since
its introduction, with more savings ahead.

A major effort is underway allowing mass-mailers to print barcodes on their
outgoing mail beforé it’s delivered to the post office. This further reduces handling
by the USPS. As an incentive discounts from 2 to 5.7 cents per letter are given to the
mailers, depending on the five or nine digit zip code used and the way it is sorted.
Seven natlonal compames are selling the barcoding equipment directly to mass
mailers. However minimum quantities per mailing could be in the tens of thousands
to receive full USPS discounts. . '

Smaller mailers can take advantage of a partial discount by going though a second
party coder. These go-betweens collect smaller amounts of mail from a number of
sources to meet the minimum quantity and receive & full discount. Half of the
discount is passed along to the mailer and half retained by the coder who franks,
barcodes and delivers the mail directly to the post office.

One Kansas company is also dealing with the general public with as few as a
couple letters to mail. Pastal Presort at 820 West Second in Wichita, Kansas 67203, .
offers individuals or mass mailers a two cent discount on first class mailings handled
through them. They sell stamped labels at their headquarters which are applied to
the lower left on the reverse of the envelope to be mailed. No postal franking is
applied to the front of the envelope. After being dropped in a specially marked drop
box, Postal Presort imprints a meter (at the fully discounted rate) to the front along
with a barcode and also cancels their label on the reverse. Letters are sorted,
bundled and delivered to the post office. Labels have been produced in both sheet
and booklet format along with a newer “prestamped” envelope. They make
interesting modern postal history collectables.

The postal service perfers to have mail barcoded and presorted before it reaches
them. That’s possible for typed items, but handwritten items present a more difficult
problem for postal efficiency. A newer idea in processing them is remote video
encoding. USPS computers digitize the front of the envelope and the data passes
through phone lines to a contractor, whose employees determine the correct nine

(Continued Page 2)

Wow — What: an
Issue !

We think that will be your first
impression when you look through this
combined November-December 1992 and
January—February 1998 Circuit issue. A
bit of explanation is in order.

Sorry for the delay in receiving your
September-October issue. It was ready
to be printed the end of Sept., but failure
to have made an extra back-up copy of
the computer file resulted in a disaster.
The computer crashed angd lost all files
on the hard disk and on the one back-up
floppy which was inthe disk drive., The
whole process had to be redone, typing,
laying out, etc. By the time that was
done, the printing and mailing
aocomphshed The Czrcuu was quite late.

Rather than rushl an abbreviated H
November-Dgcember issue to you, it was
decided to make a combined “super
issue,” scheduled to be in the mail in
early January. This will allow us to re-
adjust the schedule for future issues.
Fopr example, instead of receiving your
March-April Circuit in mid-to-late April,
it will be in the mail in early March. We
think you will appreciate a more timely
Circuit. It shouldn’t be difficult to
understand all the work that goes into
each issue!!

Here is a brief summary of what you
will find inside of this issue. The new by-
laws are here with a ballot to vote on
their adoption and a short questionaire.
Take the time to review them and mail
your ballot. Every vote is important.

Also included is our Code of Ethics/

| Trading Standards which every member

should uphold.

“This issue debuts our Kid’s Page, a
joint co-operative effort between the
ISWSC and the Junior Philatelists of
America (JPA), the largest philatelic
society for children and teenagers in the
US. JPA member John Luong of
Hawthorne, California, will edit one page
each Circuit devoted to assisting adult
collectors with youth philately from their

point of view. We are also happy to
(Continued Page 2)
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Barcoding (Continued)
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can be done at the contractor’s leisure -
within guidelines - while the letters
themselves are stored awaitirig the
barcode data

Bar coding is an integral part of the
USPS’s further automation plans. In the
future all mail will be barcoded. In the
mean time, test your new skills and
decode the barcodes shown in Fig. 2. eee

Figure 2.
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Decode These Barcodes

Answers Page 7
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ISWSC Club Sales
Circuit

Although the sales ciruit is not
presently operational, the ISWSC does
own club circuit books with stamp
approvals from commissions out of the
Omni Exchange. Additional sales books

“are being created out of the many stamps

overseas members are sending in to pay
their dues instead of cash. Most are
mint topicals in full sets.

If you would like to purchase some of
these stamps and reside in the USA,
send your name and address to President
Dave Nelson (# 25). Specify if you are
interested in the regular or topical books.

‘| To help defray postage expenses, include

$1.00 with your request and your name
till be placed on the list to receive them.
Every penny of your purchase will go
into the ISWSC treasury. eee

Wow = (Continued)

include a JPA membership application
for your consideration in becoming a
supporting member. (Mention ISWSC
when applying.) The ISWSC has and
will continue to make some stamps/
supplies shipments toJPA groups from
our own members donations.

Would you like to become more active
in ISWSC programs and policies?
Consider running as a society officer for
the 1994-95 term. Details can be found
in the Call for Nominations article.

If space allows, we will try to make the
new membership lists a pull-out section
of future issues, allowing these pages to
be added to the back of your current
roster.

A sizeable auction/mail sale is in this
issue, also. So get your bids in. And, of
course, our regular columns, articles,
news and special features round out this
jumbo issue. Remember, we are always
seeking your input to make each Circuit
even better than the last. eee
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Canada Honors a Traitor —— 100 Years After His
Hanging by Irving C. Whynot (# 490)

When does a traitor become recognized as a founder of his
country? In the case of Louis Riel, more than one hundred
years after he was hanged, and twenty years after he
appeared on a stamp.

The Canadian House of Commons took the unusual step
recently of recognizing Riel’s role in bringing the province of
Manitoba into Conferation in 1870. The cabinet minister
who introduced the motion said it was of “tremendous
symbolic significance for Canada’s Metis people.” (The Metis
are descendants of Indian women who married whites.) The
motion also recognized Riel’s “unique and historic role” as.a
founder of the province of Manitoba.

The Metid and Indians began to protest as increasing
numbers of pioneer settlers moved into the western provinces of Manitoba and
Saskatchewan. They wanted compensation for the land, which they said was theirs.

Riel was a leader of the natives and established his own “government” in Manitoba
in 1869. The federal governent sent troops and the rebellion was quickly crushed.

Riel was elected to Parliament three times in the years that followed the rebellion
but never took his seat. He tried a second rebellion in Saskatchewan in 1885, failed
and was arrested. Reviled as a madman and traitor, he was tried, convicted and
hanged later that year, despite the jury’s recommendation for mercy.

A stamp honoring Riel waa issued in June, 1970 (Scott Canada # 515), marking the
100th anniversary of Manitoba’s joining Confederation. ¢ee

Canada'a First Diamond Stamps Mark Country's

125th Birthday
By Irving C. Whynot (# 490)

It was a special 125th birthday for Canada in 1992 and the milestone didn’t pass
without special attention - including a multiple stamp issue.

The celebration came at a time of intense debate over the future form of
Confederation, including the possiblity that the majority francopohone province of
Quebec will opt for seperation, perhaps with some loose association with the rest of
the country.

Still others see e Canada eventually joining
the United States. A e e asE The U.S. World Future
Society predicts Quebec will leave
Confederation before the end of this decade and
that the other provinces will join the U.S.
by 2010. A public opinion poll found more

than one in three
country will join the
years.

The birthday issue of March 25th consisted of twelve stamps, each depicting a
scene from one of the ten provinces and two territories. They were in diamond
format, a first for Canada. Canada Day stamps have been issued for more than a
decade, but there were stamps marking the
country’s birth in earlier years as well.

The Dominion of Canada came into being
July 1 of 1867. The 50th birthday was marked
with a three-cent stamp in September, 1917
(Scott Canada # 135) pictruing the “fathers of
Confederation” at their talks. No doubt a
more ambitious issue would have resulted had it
not been that the | country was heavily
involved in the First ! World War.

A five-cent set, was issued in June, 1927 for the 60th birthday and it again includes
one (Scott # 142) showing the fathers of Confederation - only there are more of them!
Someone had noticed that the 1917 stamp had too few “fathers.” It appears the photo
had been cropped a bit too much in the 1917 issue! eee

Canadians believing their
U.S. within the next fifty

ISWSC CLOISONNE' |
LAPEL PINS :

|

1

|

: Be among the first to own these :
I beautiful four color pins featuring I
I our club logo. I

ONLY $ 2.50 (US) each plus postage

I (75¢10US, $1.00 10 Canada, |}
: $1.75 elsewhere) :
1 Send your USA Check or International |
| Postal Money Order* made payable to |
|
i
i
i

ISWSC, to ISWSC Secretary/Treasurer |
Carol Cervenka (# 498)

* Mint US Stamps with full gum
or IRCs (at 50¢ each) also accepted.

L-_-

Canada's 1993 Stamps
Will Cover Wide Range
of Topics

Canada Post’s 1993 stamp program
will cover everything from prominent
women and art to motor vehicles and
dinosaurs.

The prominent wonren'set of four will
coincide with centennials of two national
women’s organizations and the 50th
anniversary of the first federally
appointed Canadian woman judge.

A five-stamp booklet will show
handcrafted textiles and twelve Canada
Day stamps will show provincial and
territorial parks. Six stamps will begin a
four year series of historic Canadian
motor vehicles and a single issue will
mark the centennial of the Stanley Cup,
awarded the winner of the National
Hockey League.

There will also be a sixth stamp in the
Masterpieces of Canadian Art series; one
on the bi-centennial of Toronto; a third
set in the rivers series; a set of folk songs
completing the folklore series;
continuation of the Second World War
geries; and the usual Christmas issue.

A third in the Perhistoric Life in
Canada series depicts dinosaurs and will
be issued to mark Stamp Month 1993.
Details on issue dates, denominations
and so on are to be announced later.
see Trving C. Whynot (# 490), Canadian
Secretary

TORNESE: A currency unit in the
Kingdom of the Two Sicilies (q.v.).
Two hundred tornesi equalled one
ducat.
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President's Column by Dave Nelson (# 25)

A couple of columns ago I promised you some tidbits from the Pitcairn Island Cookbook by Irma Christian. Since a fair percentage
of our members are new since then, I will simply add that I read about this mail order item in the local newspaper some time ago and
couldn’t resist. Ihave always been fascinated by the story of this fantasy island founded over 200 years ago by “Mr. Christian” and
the rest of the mutineers from The Bounty. Isent off my check at Christmas 1988 and'the cookbook finally arrived this summer. In
case you want to gamble on the same service, send $12 to Mrs. Ben Christian, Box 2, Pitcairn Island, South Pacific Ocean. You
should get some nice postally used commemoratives in the bargain, andifyou’re aslucky asIwas, acopy of “The Pitcairn Miscellany”.

My copy is Volume 33, Number 11, November, 1991. The editors, Tony and Chris Washington, talk about the coming Christmas
season and how the holiday spirit seems to vary from year to year depending upon ship arrivals. 1991 saw a supply ship in October
which made that a good holiday with imitation Christmas trees in many houses (think about that...how could they get fresh pine in
such a remote tropical place?). The November shipping report lists 11 ships, 6 of which just passed by, 4 are said to have “stopped”
butifyou have seen pictures of Adamstown harbor you know that means they anchored some ways off shore. One of the ships “dropped
mail”. None of them dropped or took on cargo..

The November weather is summarized by Misty Fairweather (honest). Itrained onninedays, totalling 38.1 mm withave. humidity
of 78%, ahigh temp of 23.0 C and a low of 18.6. There were 203.6 hours of sunshine (I guess with no cable tv or concert halls there
people have time to put a stop watch on old sol). The monthly fishing catch consisted of 649 rock, 741 boat, 1 cuta, 1 tuna and 3 sharks.

The hard news for this issue was the public referendum over building an airstrip. A developer proposed building one that would
handle 8 passenger aircraft and bring more tourists, supplies, etc. to theisland and give them medical evacuation capacity and many
other benefits of bringing civilization a little closer. On the down-side were two little problems. It would cost money and there was
only one flat place on the islénd where an airstrip could be built...smack in the middle of their gardens. Voting was mandatory and
the outcome was a tie. Yes, all this drama and we end up tabling the motion due to lack of a majority. ~

Oh, therecipes? O.K. justone. Humpus Bumpusis made with 1 cup mashed ripe bananas (they grow year around on Pitcairn),
1 egg, 1 tbs. arrowroot flour and spices as desired. Mix this mess up and drop spoonfuls of it into hot oil in a pan. Brown on both
sides. Fresh strawberries go especially good on Humpus Bumpus.

Ifinally managed to finish an audit of our Sales Circuit and all books have been returned to their owners. The circuit was running
in the red so paying off the book owners has depleted our treasury for awhile. The main reason for this insolvency was simply a
structure that was inappropriate to a world-widers group I think. Judging from my poll at STaMpsHOW ‘92 and via other contacts
with members, there just are not many worlders that fill their blanks one at a time for “cash American”. I almost never do myself
unless I am within a few stamps of completing a country when I might actually dig up some of the green. The rest of the time I buy
box lots, country collections and old accumulations and then trade away the good duplicates and give the common to kids. Having
good material at attractive non-dealer prices was most certainly
-~ e not the problem; we had $20,000 worth of clean, sound, uncom-

” S ] mon stamps for 30 - 40% of Scott which is a pretty good deal under
A GREAT the current “retail” price structure, but we simply had too few
\ buyers. The Circuit was sending out books with ISWSC paying

N~ ‘J‘ the postage when the average cost of mailing was well above the
%o'é‘k/f‘ DEAL JUST average club comission so we lost money on every transaction. We
ON ‘@ have not yet decided at the Board level to discontinue the circuit
Q y GOT BE I I Em and we do have a couple of qualified volunteers to take it over, but

N0y unless there is a strong showing of support from potential buyers
we will not be able to doso. If you want to pay cash for nicely priced
stamps and you are able to buy an average of $25 or $30 per

exchange then please let us know via the surveyin the current By-

We've got affordable prices too good

to miss on Country Packets, laws ballot .If we get enough interested parties we will feel a lot
THEMATICS better about the effort and the risk to the club of a restart. Even

(Disney, Entertainment, Baseball),

the big APS itself doesn’t seem to have much luck with worldwide
’ . . ’ sales booklets. One example of our good sellers is Jack Sackett
Worldwide Collections and Quallty Mixtures. to whom I just returned over 100 books of nice, reasonably priced

Over 5,000 items in our NEW 1999, catalog. material. Jack is out a lot of time in mounting his stamps
(although we did sell quite abit for him). Heisnow willingtosend
these direct to you if you want to write to him and request

ORDER NOW. j something on an approval basis. I've seen his books and
recommend them if you buy stamps this way. His address: 301

Request your FREE catalog today Static Road, No. Middletown, KY. 40357.
Jerry Gross, one of our Omni Exchange managers reports
that one of his most active exchangers is Chas. Holman (#369),
ANGELA age91. Heisa very active trader who makes up great books and
517 North 7th St. does personal tlc'iading 0}111] the side.abik tip of hthe;lat to “Chas”. I
am pretty sure despite his respectable age that he is not our most
Leavenworth, KS 66048 senior ISWSC member. How about you, or someone you know?
Let’s do a search for the first born ISWSC member. If you have
913-682-5794 « 1-800-659-6179 Chas beat please send me a card. Since he was probaly born in
(4/5) FAX (24 Hr.) 913-651-8134 1901, this amounts to a search for any remaining Victorians

(Continued Page 6)
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APPROVALS: Get a 25% Discount off
my already low prices. ISWSC members

only. Worldwide used singles, Mint
complete sets, Topicals, Mixtures, Want
Lists. Terry Collins, 127 Benkard,
Newburgh, NY 12550 (3/6)

Page §

RETIRED COLLECTOR SELLING
collections and accumulations at deep
discounts off ‘92 Scott. Austria, France,
Colonies list now ready - free. Darrell L.
George, 19410 Highway 10, Little Rock,
AR 72212 (2/3)

NEED MNH PEOPLE’S Republic
China, Repulic China, Japan, Korea,
etc. Have mint, used, rest of world to
trade. S/S’s, Booklets, FDC’s. Jim
Lyman (#424), 152 Oak Knoll Circle,
Millerville, PA 17551 an1)

SOAKERS, I PAY 20% TO 30% For
used stamps, per my Scott numbered
list. Example’s below. French
Andorra (Pay 30%) #291 to date;
Austria (pay 20%) 1366-92, 1397-99,
1410-11, 1420 to date, B339 to date.
Some countries I need only a few of,
others like Morocco (pay 30%) & I need
90% of the country. Send me a list of
countries, that you have to sell, I will
send you a numbered list of that
country and what % I will pay. (SWSC
# 644) Dennis Parker, 5008 Buffalo S.,
Ft. Worth, TX 76119-7809 1/1)

ISWSC
SWAP CIRCUIT

TO BECOME PART
OF A SWAP CIRCUIT

Send 100 Large
Foreign Stamps to:

Swap Circuit -
Dalene Thomas
8612 W. Warren Lane

Lakewood, CO 80227
i s 3 8 0 01 5 3 B B 0 |

FINEST QUALITY SUPER Deluxe
all different worldwide stamp
collections: 500 $3.95, 1,000 $8.95,
2,000 $17.95, 3,000 31.95, 5,000
71.95, 10,000 $188.50. Please add
10% on order under $35.00. FREE
packet, mixture, collections, etc.
catalog with order. Angela,517N. 7th
Street (TC), Leavenworth, KS 66048
(/1)

WORLDWIDE CLIPPING MIX-
tures contain commemoratives, large
pictorials, medium and higher values
galore from amny desirable countries
including Bahamas, Barbados, Papua,
Britich Africa, other BWI, Europe,
Asia, etc. Have been offering these
popular mixtures to worldwide
collectors for 8 years. Many regular
customers. Special o6ffer now one
pound single paper for $40.00
postpaid. Satisfaction guaranteed or
refund. James Paton, Box 766,
Berkeley, CA 94701 (1/4)

DEADLINE
NEXT ISSUE
FEBRUARY 15th,
1993

If your copy is not received
by the deadline, it goes in
NEXT issue.

VARIOUS PRICE LISTS.
Approvals. Lots & Collectins. Get on
our mailing list and/or request
approvals, ABSP, Inc., Box 155,
Warminster, PA 18974 (1/5)

JOIN OMNI
EXCHANGE

FILL EMPTY SPACES
IN YOUR COLLECTION
WITH
A MINIMUM
CASH OUTLAY

TRADE YOUR
DUPLICATES

FOR INFO WRITE:
TOM ALLISON,
OMNI MANAGER
BOX 252
WILLMETTE, IL 60091-0252

Advertising Policy: All ads dealing with philatelic
concems are acceptable. We reserve the right to
adit out objectionable language. Advertisers are
expacted to respond to all inquicies, 8o be sure
you can handle the responses before you offer
trade, buy or sell. If you have a bad result from
answering an ad, contact the editor. We will try to
resolve the conflict.

Display Rates (Camera Ready’) per insertion:
Full Page $40.00

Half Page 20.00**
Quarter Page 10.00**
Per column inch 2.00

* Camera Ready means ready to paste-up and
print. reductions and typesetting extra

** Discounts for 3 or more insertions of same
ad.Yearly display ad rates available. Write to
ISWSC Editor or Fax direct 24-hr, line 1-(318)
325-4539 for special rates.

Classified Rates per insertion: First 30 words,
including name, address, and zip code are $3.00.
Additional words are 20 for $1.00. State
abbreviations are one word. “P.O. Box 12345" is
two words. Zip Code is one word.

Make all checks payable to ISWSC In US
funds. Send payment along with copy to the
Editor.

President: Dave Nelson (# 25), 309
Kentucky St., Petaluma, CA 94952 USA
Vice President: Ken Costilow (#142), 621
Virginius Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23452
USA (Send Required Stamps for Dues for
Youth Stamp Program to the Vice President)
Secretary-Treasurer: Carol Cervenka (#
498), Rt 1 Box 69-A, Caddo Mills, TX 75135
USA

ISWSC Archivist: Hal Erickson (#173), 217
Redstone, Las Vegas, NV 89128 USA
Editor/Publisher: Rita Kallal (#26), PO Box
1513, West Monroe, LA 71294-1513 USA
Youth Stamp Program: Ken Costilow
(#142)

Public Relations Chairman: Tom
Fortunato (#379), 42 Maynard St., Rochester,
NY 14615-2022 USA

International Foreign Secretary: Ray
Compton (#73), Box 1772, Manassas, VA
22110-1772 USA

Canadian Secretary: Irving C. Whynot (#
490), 53 Norden Circle, Don Mills, ONT, M38
1B7 CANADA

U.K. Secretary: Chad Neighbor (#510), 28
Relugas Place, Edinburgh, EH9 2PY,
SCOTLAND, U.K.

Australlan Secretary: Peter Scannell
(#453), 4 Mankinna St., Jindalee,
Queensland 4074, Australia

Sales Clrcult Manager: Open

Auction Manager: George Land (# 241),
4024 Fairlands Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94566
Auction Co-Manager: Jim Watkins (# 372)
OMNI Exchange Manager: Tom Allison
(#42), Box 252, Wilmette, IL 60091-0252
USA OMNI Co-Managers: Dave Paul (#59),
Dr. Isaac Tannenbaum (#163), & Jerry Gross
(#429)

Board of Directors: Ken Jenkins, Past
President (#15); Herb Holland (# 31), Tom
Fortunato (#379), Rima Carver (#493), and
the Elected Officers.




